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1. ‘ report on the situation in Latvia during 1956‘
\ |Section headings in the
report are as follows: Youth, Reaction to Events in Hungary and in Poland,
The False "Thaw" in 1956, Education, Conscription, Economic Situation, Col-
lectivization, Virgin Lands Campaign, Freedom of Travel, Foreign Broadcasts,
Return of Post-Wer Deportees, and Religious Worship.
2. The report contains two brief items of military information which are reported
below in full:
a. The Latvian conscripts have, since 1956, been obliged to perform
their military service, not in Latvia, but in Kazakhstan, Central
Asia, the Far East, or the extreme north. Officially they serve
three years but frequently do not return home until two to seven
months after completing their service.
b. Latvians may travel freely through the Soviet Union except to
closed military zones for which special permission is needed.
In Latvia there are two such zones: Lepays,a naval base, and
Dundaga. (N 57-35,E 22-20), which, according to rumors, is a guided
missile base.
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UsSeS.R./LATVIA

POLITICAL
ituation in Latvia 1
A. Youth ' !

1, Communist 1declogical education has entirely faliled. The
youth as a whole 1s anti-Commmunist but it has no real programne
or ideology for the future. Young people are nationaliste
minded yet they agree thut public enterprises such as tie rall-
ways, banks, electricity, telephone services eto should remain
in the har‘\dl of the State while industry, trade and agriculture
should be private. But their thinking is confused; there ure ’
no seorst discussion oluds, underground newspapers, underground

organisations or partisans ets; all this sort of aotivity cnased
in 1949.
B, Hungary and Poland
2, The lLatvians believe that it is only once the Satellite
countries are nbonm that m turn of the annexed countries
such as the Baltio States will come. The latter have suffered so
much, are so exhausted and depressed that they do not for a
moment believe that under the present Soviet control any protest
meetings or demonstrations are worth it. Popular reactions
to the events in Hungary and Pohnd limited themselves to private
discussions at home.  In public there was general apathy to
the Party ';m" on Bungary. latvia bas been so exhausted by
the deportations of 1949 that people do not have the strength

t0 do anything, Wnen the Commmists later asked the workers
' to work 8 hours on Saturdays again instead of 6 "for the benefit
of the Hungarians” people accepted this with a shrug of the
shoulders. Despite the faot that the Kadar regime would benefit
therefrom they mloaod to tuunlvu that they were still help-
ing the Hungarian peeple,
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C. The false "thaw® {n 1956

3, At the beginning of 1956 there was something of a "thaw",but
not on the same sceale as in Pola nd, Rumours ciroulated that thers
would be free cleetions and at some meotings there was even some
discussion of Latvia becoming s sovereign Stats, only depondent on
MOSCOW in the wry the Satellites are, The police terror was also
less felt. But in July 1956, Jut after POZEAN, the situation
deteriorated once more,  The polise mounoﬁ its supervision)
police and securisy squads patrolled the streets ocheoking and
arresting jedestrians at night, odligatory political lectures were
re-introauced and Par.y discipline reimposed. 30 the effects of
"de-3talinisetion® were short felt 1n Latvia,

L. In the firet half of 1956 there was & certain oppositional
trend in the universities but 1t took very »114 forms. As half
the students of RIGA University are Russians thy Latvians had little
obance of nohlﬂlﬁ anything. No meetings took place, but in the
papers, evon in "Komsomulskaya Prevda”.eome students complained in
very modest and ocareful térms ubou.t the dttﬂoﬁlt studies, the
fact that scholarships weres too small eto. In TARTU the opposition
took on much stronger forss, Hers the nusber of Russians is much
smaller and the Rstonians are extremely patriotio and nationalistic.
The proportion of Russians in the population :s also smaller and
they keep mors to themselves, Themre is in faot no private social
intercaurse betwesn Latvian and Russian youth and contacts ae
limited to the mintmus nesessary.

D. Sducation

56 Russian studies are obugann for Latvian students buf
not vice versa, There are both Lesvian and Russien groups at

the University, Latvians study in Latvian and the Russians in
Russian. However, after the third year, the latvian students
must pass oral and irittoit oxaminations in the Russian languages
~and 1f they do m‘r-um & §00d mark, . Shey are not permitted to
continue with their examinattoms. : 4 "3%, shien 1 the average
mark, is insuffieiems, e
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B, Cons on

6o Latvian consoripts are since 1956 obllged to do tneir
military service, not in lLatvias, but in KAZAKN3TAN, Central isis,
VLADIVOSTOK or the extreme North, ‘Officially they ssrve three
years but they oftsn do not return home until anytning from 2 to

7 months after their time 1s up.

Fe Economio sjtustion

Te No economic improvemer.t took plece in 1956 with *he excep-
tion of sauusages waich cen now bs bought unrestricted. in .75C0CH
the foud and sopsumer goods situation is much bettor tuen v datvia.
The standard of living in Greater Russia 1s improving wulle in
Latvia it is deteriorating. Latvia &8s “3ry shcert of focd, purticu-

larly eggs, butter, sugsr, flour’ and mea., Breasd is however

sufficient,

8. Some prices are as followss
Kilo butter: 27 roubles (Black sarket LO)
Sausage horse 18 rowbles

=oa%e

Shoes of poor
quality(which

last 3 oy §4
munths ) : 75 roubles
Woollen sult for
mens 1,000 - 1,200 roublcs
9. The average salary of a white oollar worker 1s 500 roubles

per month, for a worker 80U to 1,000 roudbles, a metal "Shock-
worker™ up to 2,000 roubles. There were no salary l.crohses In
1956. Only the pensions for old people were increased in Octover.
The smallest pension is now 30C roubles.

G. col viget

10. Collectivisaticn hae ncw besn caupleted in Latvia, Tus™a
have becn no signs of permitting collestive furmers to ai1ssolve
the kolkhosy and retura to private property, as is tho case in
Poland, The working and sslary ccnditions on the sovinosy ure

better than on the kolkhosy. Sovkhos peasants aro for one thing

paid monﬂ':l.y whoreas kolkhot punntl tnly get paid at the end of
: L it . ..

the year,
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11, Sohoolomidron and lt“‘ii&“'uﬁ obliged to work every 25X
sutumn {Septesber and Ootoder) in the sountry. In 1956 they

were e¢ven sent for one month tc¢ work in the virgin lends in
KAZAKhSTAN. Young fastory woskers do 10 days’ work on kolkhozy
whioch are lbort of labour,

S Virza la pie oespain

12, - mpu,. m pro’lm carrisd on in the univer-
sitiss for volunteers for utuol‘nt in the virgin lands, no

Lutvian students applied, On the other hand Russians wore Jorced
by the Xcmsomol by threats tb;t they would be thrown out of the
Komsomol if they refused, |

13, Faoctorice and enterprises werw otliged to senc s certain
percentage of less godd workers to the new Aslatio territories,
Pmdoxiodly; ‘most of these wafortunates were Russians,  The
firet transpory hrt at the ﬂlﬁ o 1955 and comprised 800 young
poople, . . S .

17 Lctucinb oo;;oé move ti:ol; through rhe S~viet Tnson
except to elosed military sones for which speciel permission is
nceded. In Latvia tnere are two 6lozed zones: LIBAU (nuval
base) and DUKDAGA (ascording ®o rusours, s guided missiles buse).

25X1 |

- Eevarn of post-wer depoTtges

PUN The first of the Latvians to Be doported ufter tho war
started roti;nung tosards she end of 1955,

L. peliciews yersnmip

17. Among th-'rcpatr:lahd doporm- were a number of Protestunt
pubon. : muu 86rvioces are now perwmitted and ohurches are
orowded . M’ but on.l;’ by the ndl].' and aged. Tho younger

‘ giwﬁ; i ,{pooplo ooe
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people only gc to the big Raster and Christmas Masses. Yost
young Latvians however go to Chureh secretly to bs confirmed,
usually in the oountry, !t;o pastor makes no puolic announoce-
ment but notes it in his priuto no tedbook, Practiocally every-
body has a church wedding und everybody, with a very foew axcep-
tions (including Party members), Sakes their children to be
baptized, ir. the case of Party membors, however, church weddings
and baptiems take place in privdte howes.

SECRET somemmess
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